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IN MEMORIAM 
KIRBY FLOWER SMITH 

Kirby Flower Smith, Professor of Latin in the Johns Hopkins 
University, died very suddenly at his home in Baltimore, December 6, 
1918. 

He was born at Pawlet, Vermont, December 6, 1862, the son of 
Henry H. and Julia (Flower) Smith. He graduated at the University 
of Vermont in 1884. In 1885 he entered the Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity to study Greek, Latin, and Sanskrit under Professors Gilder- 
sleeve, Warren, and Bloomfield. He was admitted to the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in 1889. He was immediately made an 
instructor on the Johns Hopkins staff, and in spite of various tempt- 
ing calls from other institutions, he remained in the service of the 
University till the day of his death. In 1914-15 he was granted 
leave of absence to serve as Director of the School of Classical Studies 
in the American Academy in Rome. He received the honorary 
degree of LL.D. from the University of Vermont in 1910. 

He was a very thorough and exact scholar, and one of the best- 
read men I ever knew, an interesting and inspiring teacher, and an 
excellent public lecturer. He was a fair and kindly critic of his 
students, or of other scholars, always more ready to approve, or 
improve, than to condemn, always generous of his time, of his own 
rich store of books, of his own special knowledge. He was the most 
genial and affable of men, strong, hearty, and true — the kind of man 
that appeals alike to the scholar and to the man in the street. He 
was Dr. Gildersleeve's special and peculiar favorite, the nearest and 
dearest of all his long roll of students, the most closely akin to the 
master himself. 

His published work was very carefully finished, with as much 
attention paid to form and style as to the matter — the well-considered 
final kind which leaves little to add and nothing to retract. His 
edition of the Elegies of Tibullus (1913) would be in itself a stately 
monument for any classical scholar; and it is a peculiarly fitting 
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monument for him, for every page of the introduction and commen- 
tary is instinct with his own delightful personality. When he felt it 
necessary, he could deal with the severest details of technical scholar- 
ship — I have no space for titles here — but it is characteristic of the 
man that most of his studies treat of subjects which make a more 
direct appeal to the imagination. He was a careful student of the 
elegy and of rhetoric; but I think his special interest was always the 
drama. He was a very ardent student of folklore and magic, and 
he never lost his interest in the fairy tale. 

He married, in 1893, Charlotte, daughter of Edmund Law 
Rogers, of Baltimore, and he is survived by his wife, one son, and 
a daughter. 

Wilfred P. Mustard 
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